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sapping the principles taught by many centuries
of experience, and shaking the edifice of monarchy.

Striving after an impossible perfection and a
child-like equality amongst men, for a simplicity
of manners that would have killed the arts
and refined living, Fenelon was spreading an
insidious poison. His ideas, taken up by Louis XVI
and his court, were the cause of the upheavals at
the end of the XVIIIth century. Thanks to his
tutors and the admiration he bore his great-
grandfather, Louis XV rejected these harmful
ideas.

The austerity and taciturnity of the Duke of
Burgundy were counterbalanced by the gaiety and
lively charm of his wife Marie-Adelaide of Savoy.
For years she was a ray of sunshine in the Court;
Madame de Maintenon and Louis XV loved her
with an indulgent tenderness. From her father
Victor-Amedee, Duke of Savoy and King of
Sardinia she had her adaptable and compliant
temper, her skilful diplomacy, an intelligence that
was alert and understanding, a keen sense of the
reality of things, a lively recognition of the homage
and respect due to her. Thrust at eleven years
of age into a court where she knew no-one, she
had been able to win the affection of all and to
gain a lofty position without hurting anyone's
susceptibilities. Frivolous, thirsty for pleasures ajnd
parties and festivities, loving entertainment, she
passed on to Louis XV her passion for amuse-
ments, her tyrannical need of enjoying the good
things of life and her love of gambling. In many